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Police iBpparimerrf: 


Robert M. Merner 
CHIEF OF POLICE 



October 28, 2019 


Sammy Peterson 
MuckRock News 
DEPT MR 82171 
411A Highland Ave 
Somerville MA 02144-2516 

Dear Mr. Peterson: 

This letter will acknowledge receipt of your Right to Know request for emails and email 
attachments from March 1,2019 to present ending in ©adl.org sent to/from Portsmouth Police 
Department employees and containing multiple search terms in the subject line. 

Your request will be researched and if these items are available, a copy of the requested 
document(s) will be prepared for release to you. This may take at least thirty (30) days to 
prepare. There will be a cost associated with production of the requested document(s). You will 
receive notification by USPS mail when preparation is complete, and for the cost. 

With regard to the actual production of documents, please be advised the Portsmouth Police 
Department will not respond to a Right to Know requests by email. Our reasons for this policy- 
are that emails introduce unreliability into the process for a number of reasons, including the fact 
that emails might be too large to be received and there is no way for the Portsmouth Police 
Department to confirm the receipt of the entirety of emails which it might send. Additionally, 
email communications may pose a cyber security risk, however large or small, especially when 
there are repeated email exchanges with multiple parties making Right to Know law requests. 
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Please contact the Records Unit if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Robert M. Merner 
Chief of Police 



Nicole Pap^aioi 
Office Manager 
Records Unit 
(603)610-7446 



